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SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION 



[0001] IMAGE PICKUP SYSTEM, CAMERA, EXTERNAL APPARATUS, 
IMAGE PICKUP PROGRAM, RECORDING MEDIUM, 
AND IMAGE PICKUP METHOD 

[0002] CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATION(S) 

[0003] This application claims benefit of Japanese Application No. 2003-000618 

filed in Japan on January 6, 2003, the contents of which are incorporated by this 

reference. 

[0004] BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0005] 1. Field of the Invention 

[0006] The present invention relates to an image pickup system in which a 

camera communicates with an external apparatus to take a picture, the camera, the 
external apparatus, an image pickup program, a recording medium, and an image 
pickup method. 

[0007] 2. Description of Related Art 

[0008] In cameras such as digital cameras and video cameras, besides a 

photographing mode in which exposure is automatically controlled, another 
photographing mode in which various settings can be manually performed has 
conventionally been proposed and been in practical use. 

[0009] It is assumed that a user manually performs various settings of such a 

camera and photographs using the camera. When the user changes the settings for 
every scene to be taken, disadvantageously, the time necessary for the operation 
increases in proportion to the number of setting items to be changed. Moreover, in 
recent compact cameras, various operating members are miniaturized and functions 
thereof are shared. Accordingly, there is a drawback that the operability is not 
necessarily good. 



-1- 



IPO-P1883 



[0010] In consideration of the above disadvantages, for example, Japanese 

Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 2000-138860 discloses a technique 
whereby a camcorder is connected to a personal computer (PC) through a serial bus 
and the camcorder is operated on the side of the PC to set or change control data for 
the camcorder. According to this technique, a plurality of selectable control data items 
are set with respect to one control item, data items necessary to photograph are 
selected from the set control data items, and a camera included in the camcorder is 
controlled on the basis of the selected control data items. 

[0011] According to the technique disclosed in Japanese Unexamined Patent 
Application Publication No. 2000-138860, the PC does not include means for selecting 
between the priority of the operation for setting various photographing conditions on 
the camera side and the priority of photographing conditions set on the PC side upon 
photographing. Thus, the flexibility of photographing is low. For example, it is 
assumed that photographing conditions of the camera are set on the PC side and the 
user then grasps the camera to photograph. If the user desires to slightly change the 
photographing conditions and then photograph, he or she must go to the PC and 
change the photographing conditions. 

[0012] Further, according to the above technique, a plurality of control data 

items are set once. Disadvantageously, the user cannot confirm how each control data 
item contributed to the result of photographing. Accordingly, it takes much time to set 
the optimum photographing conditions. In addition, some experience is required for 
setting. 

[00 13] SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[00 14] It is an object of the present invention to provide an image pickup system, 

a camera, an external apparatus, an image pickup program, a recording medium, and 
an image pickup method whereby complicated photographing conditions can be easily 
set and a picture can be taken with good operability. 
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[0015] In brief, the present invention relates to an image pickup system 

including an external apparatus and a camera. The external apparatus includes 
external apparatus operation means capable of setting at least a plurality of 
photographing conditions of the camera, and display means capable of displaying 
respective set states of the photographing conditions. The camera includes camera 
operation means capable of setting at least photographing conditions. The camera is 
capable of photographing on the basis of the photographing conditions set through the 
camera operation means or the photographing conditions received from the external 
apparatus, and transmitting image data obtained by photographing to the external 
apparatus. When a picture is taken on the basis of the photographing conditions set 
through the external apparatus operation means, each time one photographing 
condition is set by the external apparatus operation unit, the picture is taken through 
the camera on the basis of the photographing conditions including the set 
photographing condition, image data obtained is transmitted from the camera to the 
external apparatus, and the image data is displayed in the display means. 
[0016] The above and other objects, features and advantages of the invention will 

become more clearly understood from the following description referring to the 
accompanying drawings. 

[0017] BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0018] Fig. 1 is a state transition diagram showing a state transition in picture 

taking through a digital camera connected to a personal computer (PC) according to an 
embodiment of the present invention; 

[0019] Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing the structure of an image 

pickup system comprising the digital camera and the PC according to the embodiment; 
[0020] Fig. 3A is a flowchart showing a control process according to the 

embodiment, the control process being performed through the PC when photographing 
is performed in a second photographing mode in which the PC serves as a master; 
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[0021] Fig. 3B is a diagram showing the flow of commands and data between the 

camera and the PC in the process of Fig. 3A; 

[0022] Fig. 4A is a flowchart showing another control process according to the 

embodiment, the control process being performed through the PC when photographing 
is performed in a first photographing mode in which the digital camera serves as the 
master; 

[0023] Fig. 4B is a diagram showing the flow of commands and data between the 
camera and the PC in the process of Fig. 4A; and 

[0024] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing an operation screen as a capture window on a 

display device of the PC according to the embodiment. 

[0025] DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

[0026] An embodiment of the present invention will now be described 

hereinbelow with reference to the drawings. 

[0027] Figs. 1 to 5 show the embodiment of the present invention. Fig. 1 is a 

state transition diagram showing a state transition in picture taking through a digital 
camera connected to a personal computer. 

[0028] According to the present embodiment, a digital camera 1 is connected to a 

personal computer (PC) 2 serving as an external apparatus through a two-way 
communication line such as IEEE 1394 or USB 2.0, thus constituting an image pickup 
system. 

[0029] In the image pickup system, the PC 2 runs an image pickup program and 

communicates with the digital camera 1, so that photographing in a second 
photographing mode, in which the PC 2 functions as a master to control the digital 
camera 1, and photographing in a first photographing mode, in which the digital 
camera 1 serves as the master, can be performed. 

[0030] The state transition in the above-mentioned image pickup system will 
now be described with reference to Fig. 1. 
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[003 1] At the start of the operation of the image pickup system, a photographing 
mode is set to the above-mentioned second photographing mode (PC control) in which 
the PC 2 controls the digital camera 1 in order to perform photography (SI). 
[0032] Subsequently, the PC 2 reads various data items (photographing 

conditions) related to camera setting of the digital camera 1 (S2). 
[0033] After that, the photographing conditions of the digital camera 1 are set 

from the PC 2 (S3). Alternatively, the photographing conditions of the digital camera 1 
are set in more detail as necessary (S4). Then, a picture is taken under the control of 
the PC 2 (S5). 

[0034] Alternatively, after the photographing conditions are read in S2 

mentioned above, the system enters a capture mode (S6) without particularly changing 
the setting, or by selecting the first photographing mode such that the digital camera 1 
is set to the master after the photographing conditions of the digital camera 1 are 
changed in S3 mentioned above. In the capture mode, at the start of photographing 
(S7), image data obtained by photographing is downloaded from the digital camera 1 to 
the PC 2 through the aforementioned communication line (S9). 
[0035] The download is also performed after the photographing under the 

foregoing PC control in S5. Alternatively, when interval photographing (S8) based on 
preset photographing intervals or the preset number of photographs is performed, 
image data is similarly downloaded from the digital camera 1 to the PC 2. 
[0036] Subsequently, an image file downloaded is previewed in the PC 2 (S10). 

After the preview, if the user desires to take the next picture without saving the image, 
the operation is returned to S5 mentioned above. If the user desires to change the 
setting of the digital camera 1 and again take a picture without saving the image, the 
operation is returned to S3 mentioned above. 

[0037] On the other hand, after the preview in S10, if the user desires to save the 

image in the PC 2, a load process is performed (Sll). In the load process, the image 
file, downloaded from the digital camera 1 and saved as a temporary file in the PC 2, is 
stored into a folder 15a (an automatically-set folder can be used or a manually-selected 
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or created folder can also be used) in an auxiliary storage 15 (refer to Fig. 2) in the PC 
2. The auxiliary storage 15 will be described later. The image file is stored with a file 
name (an automatically-set file name can be used or a manually-set file name can also 
be used). 

[0038] After that, photographing history is displayed (S12). The photographing 

history includes a name of a destination folder, a path, and images in the folder. The 
images are displayed as thumbnail images. Further, if the user desires to take the 
next picture under the present photographing conditions, the operation is returned to 
S5 mentioned above. Alternatively, if the user desires to change the photographing 
conditions of the digital camera 1, the operation is returned to S3 mentioned above. 
When the next picture taken by the interval photographing in S8 is downloaded, the 
operation is returned to S9 mentioned above. 

[0039] It is assumed that after the photographing history is displayed in S12 

mentioned above, the capture mode (first photographing mode) is held at that time. If 
the user desires to terminate the capture mode, a termination process is performed 
(S13). 

[0040] After the capture mode is terminated, the operation can be returned to S2 

mentioned above. Under the control of the PC 2 in the second photographing mode, the 
photographing conditions of the digital camera 1 are again read and a picture is taken 
in the second photographing mode (PC control). Alternatively, the mode is again 
changed to the first photographing mode (capture mode) and a picture is taken in this 
mode. 

[0041] Fig. 2 is a block diagram schematically showing the structure of the image 

pickup system comprising the digital camera 1 and the PC 2 which are connected to 
each other. 

[0042] The PC 2 comprises: a control unit 11 functioning as control means 

comprising a CPU and the like; a mouse 12 serving as external apparatus operation 
means for pointing a position on a screen of a display 16, which will be described later, 
in order to perform the operation; a keyboard 13 serving as external apparatus 
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operation means for entering characters; bidirectional communication means 14 for 
communicating with the digital camera 1, the means 14 comprising the IEEE 1394 or 
USB 2.0 mentioned above; the auxiliary storage 15 comprising a readable recording 
medium such as a hard disk and serving as storage means in which a hierarchical file 
system having folders is constructed, and an image pickup program and image data are 
stored; the display 16 functioning as display means for showing a display screen and 
other various information items according to the image pickup program in a visual 
form; and a main storage 17 comprising a RAM and the like and serving as storage 
means as a work area of the foregoing control unit 11. 

[0043] In the main storage 17, an operating system for controlling the 

fundamental operation of the PC 2 and the image pickup program running on the 
operating system are loaded such that the system and the program can be executed. In 
addition, various data items such as image data are loaded such that each data is 
processed. 

[0044] The above-mentioned image pickup program comprises: image transfer 

and display means 18 for downloading image data from the digital camera 1 through 
the communication means 14 and storing the data as a temporary file in the auxiliary 
storage 15, outputting the stored temporary file to the display 16 in order to display 
the data as a preview image, and recording the temporary file as an image file in a 
folder, which is automatically or manually set; PC photographing means 19 for 
controlling the digital camera 1 through the communication means 14 in order to 
photograph in the second photographing mode, in which the PC 2 is set to the master 
mode; camera-setting confirmation means 20 for reading the photographing conditions 
from the digital camera 1 and allowing the display 16 to display the photographing 
conditions in order to confirm the conditions; and capture-mode start/termination 
means 21 serving as selection means for transmitting a signal to the digital camera 1 
through the communication means 14 in order to take a picture in the first 
photographing mode, in which the digital camera 1 serves as the master, or 
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terminating the mode in which the digital camera 1 serves as a master and changing 
the mode to the second photographing mode. 

[0045] The digital camera 1 comprises: communication means 4 functioning as 
camera communication means for bidirectionally communicating with the 
communication means 14 of the PC 2 to receive a control signal and transmit 
photographing conditions and image data; an operation unit 5 serving as camera 
operation means including a release button and a photographing-mode set button and 
the like; and camera control means 3 for controlling the image pickup operation and 
the like of an image pickup system (not shown) in response to an input supplied from 
the operation unit 5 and controlling the communication means 4 in order to perform 
various other controls related to the digital camera 1. 

[0046] Fig. 3A is a flowchart showing the control through the PC 2 when a 

picture is taken in the second photographing mode in which the PC 2 serves as the 
master. Fig. 3B is a diagram showing flow of commands and data between the camera 
and the PC in the process of Fig. 3A. 

[0047] At the start of the image pickup program, it is assumed that the digital 

camera 1 is connected to the PC 2 through the two-way communication line, the digital 
camera 1 is turned on, and the PC 2 is turned on under the control of the operating 
system. 

[0048] When the image pickup program is activated to start the operation, the 

PC photographing means 19 sets the mode to the second photographing mode in which 
the PC 2 controls the digital camera 1 to photograph. The camera-setting confirmation 
means 20 instructs the digital camera 1 through the communication means 14 to 
transmit the photographing conditions set in the digital camera 1 (step S21). 
[0049] The camera-setting confirmation means 20 reads setting data transmitted 

from the digital camera 1 in accordance with the instruction and allows the display 16 
to display the data (step S22). 

[0050] When necessary, the user changes the photographing conditions using the 

mouse 12 or the like on the display screen in the display 16. The camera-setting 
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confirmation means 20 transmits the changed photographing conditions to the digital 
camera 1 (step S23). 

[005 1] In this instance, whether the photographing conditions are changed by the 

user is determined (step S24). If YES, the PC photographing means 19 allows the PC 2 
to control the digital camera 1, so that a picture is automatically taken under the 
changed photographing conditions (step S25), Image data obtained by photographing 
is downloaded from the digital camera 1 to the PC 2 through the image transfer and 
display means 18 and the communication means 14 and is then stored as a temporary 
file into the auxiliary storage 15 (step S26). The image stored as the temporary file is 
displayed as a preview image in a preview-image display area 35 (refer to Fig. 5) in the 
display 16 through the image transfer and display means 18 (step S27). The preview- 
image display area 35 will be described later. 

[0052] When step S27 is finished or it is determined in step S24 that the 

photographing conditions are not changed, whether a photograph command is given 
using a photograph button 43 (refer to Fig. 5) is determined (step S28). The 
photograph button 43 will be described later. 

[0053] When the photograph command is given, the PC photographing means 19 

allows the PC 2 to control the digital camera 1, thus photographing. Image data 
obtained by photographing is downloaded from the digital camera 1 into the PC 2 and 
the downloaded image data is stored as a temporary file in the auxiliary storage 15 
(step S29). 

[0054] The image stored as the temporary file is displayed as a preview image in 

the display 16 through the image transfer and display means 18 (step S30). 
[0055] Subsequently, whether the user, who has confirmed the preview image, 

operates a load button 40 (refer to Fig. 5) is determined (step S31). The load button 40 
will be described later. If YES, a file name is assigned to the temporary file. The 
named file is stored in the folder 15a which is set automatically or manually. After 
that, photographing history is stored and is displayed in the display 16. The 
photographing history includes the folder name of the folder 15a, in which the image 
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has been stored, a path, and thumbnail images of image files stored in the folder 15a 
(step S32). 

[0056] If photographing in the mode, in which the PC 2 serves as the master, is 

not instructed in step S28 mentioned above, whether a command for starting the 
capture mode is given through the capture-mode start/termination means 21 (a capture 
button 37, which will be described later, in Fig. 5) is determined (step S34). 
[0057] In this instance, if the command for starting the capture mode is given, a 

capture-mode process is performed (step S35). The capture-mode process will be 
described later with reference to Figs. 4A and 4B. After the capture-mode process, the 
control process is returned to step S22 mentioned above. Setting data of the digital 
camera 1 is read and is displayed in the display 16. 

[0058] Whether an instruction to change the photographing conditions of the 

digital camera 1 is given is determined (step S33) in the following cases: First, the 
process of step S32 mentioned above is finished. Second, the load operation is not 
performed in step S31 mentioned above. Third, the start of the capture mode is not 
directed in step S34 mentioned above. If NO in step S33, the process is returned to 
step S28 mentioned above. The process is in standby mode until a photograph 
command is generated. If YES in step S33, the process is returned to step S23 
mentioned above, for changing the photographing conditions. 

[0059] Fig. 4A is a flowchart showing the control in the PC 2 when a picture is 

taken in the first photographing mode in which the digital camera 1 serves as the 
master. Fig. 4B is a diagram showing flow of commands and data between the camera 
and the PC when the process of Fig. 4A is performed. 

[0060] When the process enters the capture-mode process in step S35 mentioned 

above, the process shown in Fig. 4A is executed. 

[0061] When the process is started, first, the PC 2 itself is set to the first 

photographing mode and a capture-mode set command (camera master command) is 
transmitted from the PC 2 to the digital camera 1 in order to direct the digital camera 
1 to serve as the master (step S41). 
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[0062] The process is in standby mode until a photographing event indicating 

that a picture has been taken is transmitted from the digital camera 1 (step S42). 
[0063] When there is a photographing event, image data which is subsequently 

transferred from the digital camera 1 is received and is stored into the auxiliary 
storage 15 (step S43). The image is previewed through the display 16 (step S44), then 
displaying the photographing history (step S45). 

[0064] If displaying the photographing history is finished, alternatively, if there 

is no photographing event in step S42 mentioned above, whether the termination of the 
capture mode is operated using the capture button 37 (refer to Fig. 5) is determined 
(step S46). If NO, the process is returned to step S42 mentioned above and the process 
is in standby mode until a photographing event is transferred. 

[0065] If the termination of the capture mode is operated in step S46, the PC 2 

itself is set to the second photographing mode and a PC-control-mode set command (PC 
master command) indicating that the PC 2 serves as the master to take a picture is 
transmitted from the PC 2 to the digital camera 1 (step S47), then the process is 
returned to the process shown in Fig. 3A. 

[0066] Fig. 5 is a diagram showing an operation screen as a capture window in 

the display 16 of the PC 2. 

[0067] An operation screen 31 as the capture window is displayed in the entire 

display area of the display 16. Alternatively, the screen 31 is displayed as one window 
in a part of the display area. 

[0068] The operation screen 31 as the capture window includes: a title bar 32 

where the name of the image pickup program and the like are displayed; a menu bar 
33 where various operations related to the image pickup program are accessed using 
pull-down menu items; a camera setting area 34 where the photographing conditions of 
the digital camera 1 are displayed and which is used for setting; a preview-image 
display area 35 where an image downloaded from the digital camera 1 is displayed as a 
preview image; a histogram display area 36 where a brightness histogram generated 
on the basis of the image shown in the preview-image display area 35 is displayed; the 
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capture button 37 serving as selection means for selecting between the start and the 
termination of the capture mode in which the digital camera 1 serves as the master; a 
load-mode setting box 38 used to set automatic or manual image load; a focal-length 
setting area 39 where the focal length of a lens in the digital camera 1 is shown, and 
when the digital camera 1 includes a zoom lens, the focal length may be changed; the 
load button 40 used to direct the start of the load operation for assigning a file name to 
the image and storing the image as a named file into the folder 15a; an AF/AE button 
41 used to direct automatic focusing (AF) or automatic exposure (AE); an AF/AE & 
photograph button 42 used to allow the digital camera 1 to perform automatic focusing 
(AF) and automatic exposure (AE) and further to photograph; a photograph button 43 
used to direct the photographing operation; a photographing-history display area 44 
where the name of a destination folder, to which the image is stored, and a path are 
displayed so that the user can select them, and image files stored in the destination 
folder are displayed as thumbnail images; a photographing-condition set button 45 
used to direct the digital camera 1 to reflect the photographing conditions of an active 
thumbnail image selected in the photographing-history display area 44; an MF window 
46 which is displayed when manual focusing is set and which is used to adjust focusing 
through the operation of the PC 2; an interval-photographing bar 47 in which a 
photographing interval time and the number of photos are designated using a pull- 
down menu to set interval photographing, whereby photographing is automatically 
performed; a detailed-setting bar 48 where more detailed photographing conditions are 
set using a pull-down menu; and an other-setting bar 49 where another setting such as 
a camera ID, or date and time is performed using a pull-down menu. When the user 
points each operable displayed component among the above components with a pointer 
and then clicks, the component functions as external apparatus operation means. 
[0069] The above-mentioned image pickup program is recorded in a computer- 

readable recording medium. When another computer reads and runs the program, the 
computer can similarly operate according to the program. 
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[0070] As mentioned above, the image pickup program is run on the general 

purpose PC connected to the digital camera, thus realizing the image pickup system. 
The invention is not limited to the above arrangement. A dedicated external 
apparatus, which realizes the same functions as those of a computer, that runs the 
image pickup program, by hardware, may be used. 

[0071] According to the above embodiment, the photographing mode in which the 

digital camera serves as the master or the other photographing mode in which the PC 
serves as the master can be set on the side of the PC as the user desires. Accordingly, 
it is possible to take a picture in various situations: The user may operate the PC to 
remotely control the digital camera to photograph. The user as a main photographer 
may allow an assistant photographer to photograph with the digital camera while 
giving directions to the assistant photographer from the PC. The main photographer 
may photograph with the digital camera. 

[0072] At the start of the image pickup program on the PC, the PC first reads the 

photographing conditions of the digital camera. Consequently, whether the setting is 
proper is checked, the setting may be changed as necessary, and after that, 
photographing can be started. Thus, the operability is improved. 
[0073] Further, as for the change of the photographing conditions, each time one 

photographing condition item is changed, a picture is automatically taken on the basis 
of the update setting including the changed photographing condition and an obtained 
image is displayed as a preview image. Accordingly, what image is obtained according 
to the setting can be immediately grasped. Thus, the proper setting can be easily made 
in a short time. 

[0074] Having described the preferred embodiment of the invention referring to 

the accompanying drawings, it should be understood that the present invention is not 
limited to those precise embodiments and various changes and modifications thereof 
may be made by one skilled in the art without departing from the spirit or scope of the 

invention as defined in the appended claims. 

* * * 
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